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R A L 

If it be fuch a precious jewel as the world takes it for, yet 
they are forced to rake it out of dunghills ; and accordingly 
the apoftle gives it a value fuitable to its extract. South. 

2. To clear with a rake. 

As they rake the green appearing ground, 

The ruffet hay-cock rifes. Tbomfon. 

3. To draw together by violence. 

An eager defire to rake together whatfoever might preju- 
dice or any way hinder the credit of apocryphal books, hath 
caufed the collector ’s pen fo to run as it were on wheels, that 
the mind, which fhould guide it, had no leifure to think. 

Hooker , b. v.f 20. 

What piles of wealth hath he accumulated ! 

How, i’ th’ the name of thrift. 

Does he rake this together. Shakefp. Henry VIII. 

A fport more formidable 

Had rak’d together village rabble. Hudibras , p. i. 

Ill-gotten goods are fquandered away with as little confcience 
as they were raked together. L’EJlrange. 

4. To fcour ; to fearch with eager and vehement diligence. 

The flatefman rakes the town to find a plot. ~ Swift. 

5. To heap together and cover. 

Here i’ th’ fands 

Thee 1 11 rake up, the poll unfandlified 

Of murth’rous lechers. Shakefp. King Lear . 

The blazing wood may to the eye feem great, 

But 'tis the fire rak’d up that has the heat. 

And keeps it long. Suckling . 

To Rake. v. n. 

1. I o fearch j to grope. It has always an idea of coarfenefs 
or noilomnefs. 

If you hide the crown 

Ev’n in your hearts, there will he rake for it. Shakefp. 

It is as offenfive, as to rake into a dunghill. South. 

Another finds the way to dye in grain ; 

Or for the golden ore in rivers rakes , 

Then melts the mafs. Dry den’s Perfius. 

One is for raking in Chaucer for antiquated words, which 
are never to be reviv’d, but when found or fignificancy is 
wanting. Dryden . 

After having made elfays into it, as they do for coal in 
England, they rake into the mod promiling parts. Addifon. 

2. To pafs with violence. 

When Pas hand reached him to take. 

The fox on knees and elbows tumbled down : 

Pas could not flay, but over him did rake. 

And crown’d the earth with his firft touching crown. Sidn. 

T he Belgians tack upon our rear. 

And raking chafe-guns through our Herns they fend. Dryd. 

Ra'ker. n.f [from rake.] One that rakes. 

RA'KEHEL. n.f. [of this word the etymology is doubtful : as 
it is now written, it is apparently derived from rake and hell, 
and may aptly reprefent a wretch whole life is paffed in places 
of lewdnels and wickednefs : Skinner derives it from racaille, 
French, the rabble ; Junius , from rebel, Dutch, a mongrel 
dog.] A wild, worthiefs, difiolute, debauched, forry fellow. 

Out of the frie of thefe rakehell horfe-boys, growing up 
in knavery and villainy, are their kern fupplied. Spenfer. 

The king, when he heard of Perkins’s fiege of Exeter, 
laid in fport, that the king of rakehells was landed in the 
Weft, and that he hoped now to fee him. Bacon. 

A rakehell of the town, whofe character is fet off with ex- 
ceflive prodigality, prophanenefs, intemperance and luft, is re- 
warded with a lady of great fortune to repair his own, which 
his vices had almoft ruined. Swift. 

Ra'kehelly. adv. [from rakehell .] Wild ; diffolute. 

I fcorn the rakehelly rout of our ragged rhimers, which 
without learning boaft, without judgment jangle, and with- 
out reafon rage and foam. Spenfer’ s Paflorals. 

No breaking of windows or glaffes for fpight. 

And fpoiling the goods for a rakehelly prank. Benj. Johnfon. 

Ra'kish. adj. [from rake.] Loofe; lewd; difiolute. 

There feldom can be peculiarity in the love of a rakijh 
heart. Clarijfa . 

To Ra'lly. v. a. [rallier , Fr.j 

1. To put difordered or difperfed forces into order. 

With rallied arms to try what may be yet 
Regain’d in heav’n. Milton. 

Publick arguing ferves to whet the wits of hereticks, and 
by fhewing weak parts of their do&rines, prompts them to 
rally all their fophiftry to fortify them with fallacy. D. of Pie . 

Luther deters men from folitarinefs ; but he does not mean 
from a fober folitude, that rallies our fcattered ftrengths, and 
prepares us againft any new encounters from without. Atterb. 

2. [ Railler , Fr.j To treat with flight contempt ; to treat with 
fatirical merriment. 

Honeycomb has not lived a month, for thefe forty years, 
out of the fmoke of London, and rallie; me upon a country 
life. Addijon’ s SpeSiator. 

If after the reading of this letter, you find yourfelf in a 
humour rather to rally and ridicule, than to comfort me, I 
defire you would thtow it into the fire. Addifon . 
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Strephon had long confefs’d his am’rous pain. 

Which gay Corinna rally d with difdain. 

To Ra'lly. v. n. a ^‘ 

1. To come together in a hurry. 

If God fhould fhew this perverfe man a new heaven and 
a new earth, fpringing out of nothing, he might fay, that 
innumerable parts of matter chanced juft then to rally t 0 a e , 
ther, and to form themfelves into this new world. HHotJon 

2. To come again into order. J 

The Grecians rally, and their pow’rs unite ; 

With fury charge us. Dryden’ s JEneis 

3. To exercife fatirical merriment. 

Ram. n.f [pam, Saxon; ram, Dutch.] 

1. A male fheep ; in fome provinces, a tup. 

The ewes, being rank, turned to the rams. Shakefp 
An old fheep-whiftling rogue, a ram tender. Shakefp 
You may draw the bones of a ram’s head hung with ftrin<f* 
of beads and ribbands. Peacham on Drawing 

A ram their offering, and a ram their meat. Dryden 

The ram , having pafs’d the fea, lerenely fhines, 

And leads the year. Creech’s Manilla , 

2. An inftrument with an iron head to batter walls, 

Antony, 

Let not the piece of virtue, which is fet 
As the cement of our love, 

To keep it builded, be the ram to batter 
The fortrefs of it. Shakefp. Antony and Cleopatra. 

Judas calling upon the Lord, who without any rams or 
engines of war did call: down Jericho, gave a fierce alfault 
^ againft the walls. 2 Mac. xii. IS . 

To Ram. v. a. [from the noun.] 

1. To drive with violence, as with a battering ram. 

Ram thou thy faithful tidings in mine ears. 

That long time have been barren. Shakefp. 

Having no artillery nor engines, and finding that he could 
do no good by ramming with logs of timber, he fet one of 
the gates on fire. Bacon’s Henry VII. 

The charge with bullet, or paper wet and hard flopped* 
or with powder alone rammed in hard, maketh no great dif- 
ference in the loudnefs of thd report. Bacon’s Nat. Hid. 

A mariner loading his gun, while he was ramming in a 
cartridge, the powder took fire. Wifeman’s Surgery. 

Here many poor people roll in vaft balls of fnow, which 
they ram together, and cover from the fun fhine. Addifon. 

A ditch drawn between two parallel furrows, was filled 
with fome found materials, and rammed to make the founda- 
tion folid. Arbutknot on Coins. 

2. To fill with any thing driven hard together. 

As when that devilifh iron engine wrought 
In deepeft hell, and fram’d by furies fkill, 

With windy nitre and quick fulphur fraught. 

And ramm’d with bullet round ordain’d to kill. Fa. ghteen. 

He that proves the kins;. 

To him will we prove loyal ; tilf that time. 

Have we ramm’d up our gates againft the world. Shakefp. 
7 hey mined the walls, laid the powder, and rammed the 
mouth, but the citizens made a countermine. Hayward. 

This into hollow engines, long and round. 

Thick ramm'd, at th’ other bore with touch of fire 
Dilated and infuriate, ftiall fend forth 
Such implements of mifehief, as fhall dafh 
7 o pieces. Milton’s Paradife Lof , b. vi. 

Leave a convenient fpace behind the wall to ram in clay. 

Mortimer s Hufoandry. 

To RA'MBLE. v. n. [ rammelen , Dutch, to rove loofely in luft ; 
ramb, Swedifh, to rove.] To rove loofely and irregularly; 
to wander. 

Shame contradls the fpirits, fixes the ramblings of fancy, 
and gathers the man into himfelf. ° South. 

He that is at liberty to ratable in perfeeft darknefs, what is 
his liberty better than if driven up and down as a bubble by 
the wind. Locke. 

Chapman has taken advantage of an immeafurable length 
of verfe, notwithftanding which, there is fcarce any para- 
phrafe fo loofe and rambling as his. Pope. 

Never afk leave to go abroad, for you will be thought an 
idle Gambling fellow. Swift’s Directions to Footmen. 

O er his ample fides the rambling fprays 
, Luxuriant fhoot. Fhomfon’s Spring. 

Ramble, n. f. [from the verb.] Wandering irregular ex- 
curfion. . 

This conceit puts us upon the ramble up and down for re- 
lief, ’till very wearinefs brings us at laft to ourielves. L’EJlr. 

Coming home after a fhort Chriftmas ramble , I found a 
letter upon my table. Swift. 

She quits the narrow path of fenfe 
For a dear ramble through impertinence. Swift’s MifceL 

Ra'mbler. n.f. [from ramble.] Rover; wanderer. 

Says the rambler , we muft e’en beat it out. L’FJlrangs . 

Ra'mbooze. )n.J. A drink made of wine, ale, eggs and fugar 
Ra'mbuse. ) in the winter time; or of wine, milk, fugar 


and rofewater in the fummer time. 


Bailey . 
Ra'mekik. 
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T? 5 n. f. \ramequim, Fr.] In cookery, fmall flices 

Ra'mequins. J of bread covered with a farce of cheefc jmd 

R Aments n.f. [ramenta, Lat.] Scrapings; fhavings. Diet. 

Ratification. [ramification, Fr. from ramus, Latin.] 

Divifion or reparation into branches ; the aft of branching out. 

By continuation of profane hiftories or other monuments 
kept together, the genealogies and ramifications of fome Imgle 
families' 5 to a vaft extenfion may be preferred. Dale. 

As the blood and chyle pafs together through . the / unifica- 
tions of the pulmonary artery, they will be ftill more per- 
fe&lv mixed ; but if a pipe is divided into branches, and thefe 
a crain fhbdivided, the red and white liquors, as they pafs 
through the ramifications , will be more intimately mixed ; the 
more ramifications, the mixture will be the more perfedL Arb. 

To Ra'mify. v. a. [ramfier, Fr. ramus ana facto, Lat.J 1 o 

feparate into branches. . , . 

The mint, oro-wn to have a pretty thick ftalk, with the 

various and ramified roots, which it foot into the water, pre- 
fented a fpe&acle not unpleaiant to behold. Boyle. 

To Ra'mify. v. n. To be parted into branches. 

Afpara^us affeds the urine with a foetid fmell, efpecially if 
cut when^they are white ; when they are older, and begin to 
ramify, they lofe this quality. Arbuthnot on Aliments . 

Ra'mmer. n.f. [from ram.] _ 

1. An inftrument with which any tning is driven hard. 

The mafter bricklayer muft try the foundations with an 
iron crow and rammer, to fee whether the foundations are 
found. Mo x on’s Mechanical Exercifes. 

2. The ftick with which the charge is forced into the gun. 

A mariner leading a gun fuddenly, while he was ramming 
in a cartridge, the powder took fire, and (hot the rammer out 
of his hand. Wifeman’s Surgery. 

Rammish, adj. [from ram.] Strong feented. 

Ra'mous. adj. [from ramus, Latin J Branchy ; confifting of 
branches. 

Which vaft contradlion and expanfion feems unintelligible, 
by feigning the particles of air to be fpringy and ramous , or 
rolled up like hoops, or by any other means than a repulfive 
power. Newton’s Opticks. 

A ramous efflorefcence, of a fine white fpar, found hang- 
ing from a cruft of like fpar, at the top of an old wrought 
cavern. Woodward on Fojfils . 

To RAMP. v. n. [ramper, French; rampare ; Italian ; pempen, 
Saxon.] 

1. To leap with violence. 

Foaming tarr, their bridles they would champ. 

And trampling the fine element, would fiercely ramp. F. 

Out of the thickeft wood 

A ramping lyon rufhed fuddenly. 

Hunting full greedy after favage blood. Fairy Efueen. 

They gape upon me with their mouths ; as a ramping and 
roaring lion. Pfalrn xxii. 13* 

Upon a bull, that deadly bellowed. 

Two horrid lions rampt, and feiz’d, and tugg’d off. Chapin . 
Sporting the lion ramp’d ; and in his paw 

Dandled the kid. Milton. 

2. To climb as a plant. 

Furnifned with clafpers and tendrils, they catch hold of 
them, and fo ramping upon trees, they mount up to a great 
height. Ray on the Creation . 

Ramp, n.f [from the verb.] Leap; fpring. 

He is vaulting variable ramps. 

In your defpight, upon your purfe. Shakefp. Cymbeline. 
The bold Alcalonite 

Fled from his lion ramp, old warriors turn’d 

Their plated backs under his heel. Milton’s Agonijies. 

Rampa'llian. n. f. A mean wretch. Not in ufe. 

Away you fcullion, you rampallian , you fuftilarian. Shak. 

Rampa'ncy. n.J. [from rampant .] Prevalence; exuberance. 

As they are come to this height and rampancy of vice, from 
the countenance of their betters, fo they have took fome fteps 
in the fame, that the extravagances of the young carry with 
them the approbation of the old. South. 

Rampant, adj. [rampant, Fr. from ramp.] 

1. Exuberant; overgrowing reftraint. 

1 he foundation of this behaviour towards perfons fet apart 
for the fervice of God, can be nothing elfe but atheifm ; the 
growing rampant fin of the times. South. 

1 iiQ iceds ot death glow up, till, like rampant weeds, 
they choak the tender flower of life. Clarifja. 

2. [In heraldry.] 

Rampant is when the lion is reared up in the efcutcheon, as 
it were ready to combate with his enemy. Peacham. 

If a lion were the proper coat of Judah, yet were it not 
probable a lion rampant, but couchant or dormant. Brown. 
Tlie lion rampant fhakes his brinded mane. . Milton. 

IoRa'mpart. \ v. a. [from the noun.] To fortifv with 
To Ra'mpire. 1 ramparts. Net in ufe. ^ 

Set but thy foot 

Againft our rampir’d gates, and they fhall ope. Shakefp. 

I he marquis dire&ed part of his forces to rampart the gates 
and ruinous places of the walls. Hayward. 
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R a'm p a R t . ) n r r rem p ar t Fr. 

Ra'mpire. S j l 1 . , , 

The platform of the wall behind the parapet. 

The wall round fortified places. 

She felt it, when paft preventing, like a river ; no vampires 
being built againft it, till already it have, overflowed. Sidney. 

" Yo’ have cut a way for virtue, which our great men 
Held fhut up, with all ramparts , for themfelves. B. Johnf 
He who endeavours to know his duty, and praclifes what 
he knows, has the equity of God to ftand as a mighty wall or 
rampart between him and damnation for any infirmities, bouu. 

The fon of Thetis, rampire of our hoft. 

Is worth our care to keep. 

The Trojans round the place a rampire caft. 

And palifades about the trenches plac’d. 

Nc ftandards, from the hoftile ramparts torn. 

Can any future honours give 
To the vidlorious monarch’s name. 

Ra'mpions. n.f. [rapuncidus, Lat.] A plant. 

The flower of rampions confifts of one leaf, ill its form ap- 
proaching to a bell-fliape ; but is lo expanded and cut, that 
it almoft repreients the figure of a ftar \ the pointal is com- 
monly fplit into two horned divifions, and the fiowci-cup be- 
comes a fruit, which is divided into three cells incloiing many 
fmall feeds; Miller . 

Rampion is a plant* whofe tender roots are eaten in the 
fpring, like thofe of radifhes. Mortimer’ s Hufbahdry. 

Ra / msons. n.f. An herb. Ainj worth. 

Ran. preterite of run. 

The dire example ran through all the field, 

Till heaps of brothers were by brothers kill’d. Addifon. 

To Ranch, v. a. [corrupted from ivrench.] To fprain ; to 
injure with violent contortion. This is the proper fenfe, but, 
in Dryden, it feems to be to tear. 

Againft a ftump his tulk the monfter grinds, 

And ranch’d his hips with one continu’d wound. 

Emeticks ranch, and keen catharticks fcour. 

RA'NCID. adj. [ rancidus , Lat.] Strong feented. 

The oil, with which fifties abound, often turns rancid, and 
lies heavy on the ftomach, and affedfs the very fvveat with a 
rancid fmell. Arbuthnot on Aliments . 

Ra'ncidness. ? n.f. [from rancid j rancor, Lat.] Strong feent. 


Dryden. 
Garth . 


;s. 1 

Ranci'dity. 3 as of old oil. 

Ra'ncorous. adj. [from rancour.] Adalignant ; malicious; 
fpiteful in the utmoft degree. 

So flam’d his eyen with rage and rancorous ire. Fa. fjjhi. 

Becaufe I cannot 

Duck with French nods and apifli courtefy, 

I muft be held a rancorous enemy. Shakefp. Rich. III. 

The moft powerful of thefe were Pharifees and Sadduces ; 
of whofe chief doefrines fome notice is taken by the evange- 
lifts, as well as of their rancorous oppofition to the gofpel of 
Chrift. Weft on- the Rejurredlion . 

RA'NCOUR. n.f [rancoeur, old Fr.] Inveterate malignity; 
malice ; ftedfaft implacability ; Handing hare. 

His breaft full of rancor like canker to freat. Puffer. 

As two brave knights in bloody fight 
With deadly rancour he enranged found. Fairy fjfueen. 
All the way that they fled for very rancour and defpite ; in 
their return, they utterly conlumed and wafted whatfoever 
they had before left unfpoiled. Spenfer s State of Ireland. 

Rancour will out, proud prelate ; in thy face 
I fee thy fury. Shakefp. Henry VI. p. ii. 

It i flues from the rancour of a villain, 

A recreant and moft degen’rate traitor. Shakefp. Rich. IL 

For Banquo’s iffue, Duncan have I murther’d ; 

Put rancour in the veffel of my peace 

Only for them. Shakefp. Macbeth. 

Such ambufh 

Waited with hellifh rancour imminent. Milton. 

No authors draw upon themfelves more difpleafure, than 
thole who deal in political matters, which is juftly incurred, 
confidering that fpirit of rancour and virulence; with which 
works of this nature abound. Addifon’ s Freeholder , N? 40. 

Prefbyterians and their abettors, who can equally go to a 
church or conventicle, or fuch who bear a perfonal rancour 
towards the clergy. Swift. 

Land. n.f. [rand, Dutch.] Border; Team: as, the rand of 
a woman’s foe. J 

Random, n.f. [randon, Fr.] Want of direction ; 
rule or method ; chance ; hazard ; roving motion. 

Thy words at random argue thy inexperience. 

He lies at random carelefly diffus’d. 

With languifh’d head unpropt, 

As one paft hope abandon’d. 

Fond love his darts at random throws. 

And nothing fprings from what he fows. „„ ali . r 

The ftriker muft be denfe, and in its bed velocity: the 
angle, which the miffive is to mount by, if we will have it 
go to its furtheft random, muft he the half of a riuht one 
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want of 
Milton. 


Milton . 
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to bear it. 
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